THE THEOPHANY OF OUR
LORD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST

About the beginning of our Lord's
thirtieth year, John the Forerunner,
who was some six months older than
Our Saviour according to the flesh, and
had lived in the wilderness since his
childhood, received a command from
God and came into the parts of the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of
repentance unto the remission of sins.
Then our Saviour also came from
Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and
received baptism though He was the
Master and John was but a servant.
Whereupon, there came to pass those
marvellous deeds, great and beyond
nature: the Heavens were opened, the
Spirit descended in the form of a dove
upon Him that was being baptized and
the voice was heard from the Heavens
hearing witness that this was the
beloved Son of God, now baptized as a
man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke
3:1-22). From these events the Divinity
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great
mystery of the Trinity were
demonstrated. It is also from this that

the present feast is called "Theophany,"

that is, the divine manifestation, God's
appearance among men. On this
venerable day the sacred mystery of
Christian baptism was inaugurated;
henceforth also began the saving
preaching of the Kingdom of the
Heavens.
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Sunday 9 January 2022
Sunday after Epiphany

Resurrectional Apolytikion
The joyful message of the resurrection the
women Disciples learnt from the Angel,
and casting off the ancestral sentence, to
the Apostles they announced in exultation:
Death has been despoiled and Christ our
God has risen, granting to the world his
great mercy.

Apolytikion of the Feast
When in the Jordan you were baptised, O
Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made
manifest; for the voice of the Father bore
witness to you, naming you the beloved
Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the truth of the word. Christ our
God, who revealed yourself and gave light
to the world, glory to you.

St Nicholas Hymn
A model of faith and the image of
gentleness, the example of your life has
shown you forth to your sheep-fold to be a
master of temperance. You obtained thus
through being lowly, gifts from on high,
and riches through poverty, Nicholas, our
father and priest of priests, intercede with
Christ our God that He may save our soul.

Sts Cosmas & Damianos
Sainted Unmercenaries and Wonder
Workers, regard our infirmities; freely you
have received, freely share with us.
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Kontakion
You appeared today to us on earth, O
Master, and Your light was signed on us
who cry aloud to You and say with
understanding, O Christ our God: You
came and shone forth, O Light
unapproachable.

EPISTLE
Paul's Letter to the Ephesians

(4:7-13)
BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us
according to the measure of Christ's gift.
Therefore it is said, "When he ascended
on high he led a host of captives, and he
gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He
ascended," what does it mean but that
he had also descended into the lower
parts of the earth? He who descended is
he who also ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things.)
And his gifts were that some should be
apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of

Christ.
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Holy Gospel according to St Matthew
(4:12-17)
At that time, when Jesus heard that
John had been arrested, he withdrew
into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he
went and dwelt in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, that what was spoken by
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
"The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, toward the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the
people who sat in darkness have seen
a great light, and for those who sat in
the region and shadow of death light
has dawned." From that time Jesus
began to preach, saying, "Repent, for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
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